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Natural England works for 
people, places and nature, 
to conserve and enhance 

biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife 
in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas.

We conserve and enhance the natural environment 
for its intrinsic value, 

the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, 
and the economic prosperity it brings.

Firstly - Natural England



Green Infrastructure - A new Natural England definit ion

A strategically planned and delivered network comprising 
the broadest range of high quality green spaces and other 
environmental features. 

Designed and managed as a multi-functional resource capable 
of delivering those ecological services and quality of life 
benefits required by the communities it serves and needed to 
underpin sustainability.



Its design and management should also respect and enhance the
character and distinctiveness of an area with regard to habitats and 
landscape types.

Green Infrastructure includes established green spaces and new sites and 
should thread through and surround the built environment and connect the 
urban area to its wider rural hinterland. 

Consequently, it needs to be delivered at all spatial scales – regional, sub-
regional, local and neighbourhood levels, accommodating both accessible 
natural green spaces within local communities and often much larger sites 
in the urban fringe and wider countryside.



Development, development and more development!

• Govt target of 3 million new homes by 2020

• Major ‘Growth Areas’ include Thames Gateway and                   
MKSM

• ‘Growth Points’ – such as the 6Cs

• ‘Ecotowns’



A key concept: Multi-functionality

Combining different functions on the same 
piece of land



Something to aspire to: the ANGSt standards

•That no person should live more 
than 300m from their nearest area of 
natural greenspace of at least 2ha in 
size; 

•Provision of at least 1ha of 
Local Nature Reserve per 1,000 population; 

•At least one accessible 20ha site within 2km 
from home; 

•That there should be one accessible 100ha site 
within 5km; 

•That there should be one accessible 500ha site 
within 10km 





The core strategy should be supported by evidence of what 
physical, social and green infrastructure is needed to enable 
the amount of development proposed for the area, taking 
account of its type and distribution. This evidence should cover
who will provide the infrastructure and when it will be provided.

“Green infrastructure” is a network of multi-functional green space, both new 
and existing, both rural and urban, which supports the natural and ecological 
processes and is integral to the health and quality of life of sustainable 
communities.



Partnership & Boundaries

• Green Infrastructure includes established green spaces and new 
sites and should thread through and surround the built environment 
and connect the urban area to its wider rural hinterland.



Can GI survive the Coalition's rigours?



Green Infrastructure in the 6Cs


