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Roger Rixon, LCC

I’d just like to give you a bit of an introduction by having a quick look at the 6Cs 
Growth Point Partnership

Followed by a reminder of what Green Infrastructure is before we look at its different 
elements in more detail during the workshop sessions today.

And finally I’ll touch upon the need for a GI Strategy and what it will bring to the 6Cs 
Growth Point.
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Derby City
Derbyshire County

Leicester City
Leicestershire County

Nottingham City
Nottinghamshire County

= The 6Cs
Plus 14 District/Borough Councils
Population of 1.9m people

176,555 additional dwellings
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The 6Cs is the largest and most complex of the Growth Points, the six principle local 
authorities form the core of the partnership, hence the 6Cs.

But the Growth Point includes 14 other District and Borough Councils.

The Panel Report following the EiP for the Draft East Midlands Regional Plan 
revised the number of homes across the 6Cs Growth Point upwards by a total of 
10,300 taking total dwelling provision between 2006-2026 to 176,555.
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The 6Cs Programme Management Board

Strategic
Green

Infrastructure
Board

Leicester &
Leicestershire
HMA Board

Derby
HMA
Board

Greater
Nottingham
HMA Board

Note: HMA – Housing Market Area
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This is a very simplified structure for the 6Cs Partnership.

There is a high level overarching Programme Management Board. Beneath this 
Board there are three Housing Market Area Boards and the Strategic GI Board, who 
all work together to deliver the 6Cs Programme of Development. 

As you can see the HMA Boards each cover a specific geographic area, whereas 
the Strategic GI Board covers the entire Growth Point. The GI Board is responsible 
for planning and delivering Strategic GI elements of the Programme.

But I also work with and support the HMA Boards who are tasked with delivering 
local GI as part and parcel of Sustainable Development.  
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Core membership
•Leicester City Council
•Leicestershire County Council
•Nottinghamshire County Council
•Nottingham City Council
•Derby City Council
•Derbyshire County Council

Remainder of the Board
•Natural England
•Environment Agency
•English Heritage
•Forestry Commission
•Landowners (Country, Land and Business 

Association, CLAB)
•NGOs (East Midlands Environment Link, EMEL)
•GreenSpace East Midlands
•East Midlands Biodiversity Partnership (EMBP) 
•East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA)

Additional membership
GOEM, Groundwork East Midlands, Rural Community Councils, Greenwood Community Forest, 
The National Forest Company, The Leicestershire Stepping Stones Project, 
the Strategic River Corridors Initiative, Culture East Midlands, East Midlands Rural Affairs Forum 

Chair -
EMRA

Vice-chair -
Forestry Commission

Secretariat –
GI Development

Co-ordinator
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The Strategic GI Board - Chair, vice-chair and myself.

The Strategic GI Board membership is composed of senior level officers from local 
authorities and other organisations so that we are in a position to make and sign-off 
decisions. 

In addition to this core membership, we have a pool of additional organisations who 
we can call upon to provide expertise when necessary to inform the decision making 
and work of the GI Board.

This arrangement, whilst complex, offers a great opportunity for partnership and 
cross boundary working that potentially can not be equalled by any other UK Growth 
Point. 

And we believe that this Partnership has the potential to allow the delivery of bigger, 
better and more inspirational GI projects across the growth point as we work toward 
the delivery of a multi-functional GI network across the sub-region and beyond.
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“Networks of multi-functional green space which sit within and contribute to, 
the type of high quality natural and built environment required to deliver 
sustainable communities. Delivering, protecting and enhancing these 
networks requires the creation of new assets to link with river corridors, 
woodlands, nature reserves, urban green spaces, historic sites and other 
existing assets.” 

(Revised  East Midlands Regional Plan)

“Green Infrastructure is a network of multi-functional green space, both new 
and existing, both rural and urban, which supports the natural and 
ecological processes and is integral to the health and quality of life of 
sustainable communities.” 

(PPS12: Creating strong, safe and prosperous communities through local spatial planning)

“Green Infrastructure is a network of multi-functional greenspace, provided 
across the sub-region. It is set within, and contributes to, a high quality 
natural and built environment and is required to deliver “liveability” for 
new communities.” 

(Planning Sustainable Communities: A Green Infrastructure Guide for Milton Keynes & the 
South Midlands)

��������
�		����
����� �� �	

What is green infrastructure?

There are numerous definitions of GI, which all vary slightly. Here a just a few. 

But there is a common ground amongst all of these…
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• Network

• Multi-functional

• Natural and built             
environment 

• High quality 

• Urban and rural 

• Sustainable              
communities
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And this common ground is based around five key elements, that…

•GI provides an interconnected network

•GI networks offer multi-functional benefits 

•Through careful planning and design GI allows for the creation of high quality open 
spaces 

•It can provide a mix of both high quality natural and built environments

•It occurs in both an urban and rural setting and crucially can provide the linkages 
across the urban fringe to link urban and rural elements.

•And, last but by no means least, it is a crucial element in delivering sustainable 
communities
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Allotments

Hedgerows 

Ditches 

Verges 
Urban parks
& gardens

Village greens

Children’s play space 

Playing fields 
Cemeteries 

Pocket parks 

Country parks Woodland 

Nature reserves 

Brownfield land

SSSI’s

Scheduled monuments Waterways &
waterbodies

Development sites with
potential for new open space

Public rights of way

Cycleways
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Here are just some of the things that can be considered as GI assets. 

There’s a mix of both public and private greenspaces, some with public access, 
some without. GI assets include features from both an urban and rural setting and 
across a variety of scales.

When you consider all the different elements that make up GI it becomes easier to 
see how they can all begin to form that interconnected network, that operates on 
varying spatial scales, across our towns and cities, out beyond the urban fringe and 
into the wider countryside.
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Moving on to consider the need for a GI Strategy

The Economic and Social, as well as Environmental benefits of Green Infrastructure 
are well documented. 

To go into all these is a conference in itself but the recognition of the multiple 
benefits to be gained from the Green Infrastructure approach has led to it’s 
recognition in planning policy as a preferred approach to environmental and spatial 
planning.
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Green Infrastructure is now recognised within National Policy. PPS12 provides a 
definition which I featured on an earlier slide

PPS12 also goes a stage further by stating that Core Strategies should be 
supported by evidence of what GI is needed to enable the amount of development 
proposed, taking account of both it’s type and distribution. It continues to say that 
the Core Strategy should draw on and influence any emerging strategies. 

It clearly links planning for GI provision to the LDF process. The development of GI 
Strategies is not an exercise to be done in isolation, they form the evidence base to 
develop appropriate polices for different locations.   

This recognition within national policy is further strengthened at the regional level in 
both the regional economic strategy and regional spatial strategy, both containing 
specific GI policies. 

In summary, the strategic policy base positively reflects the important part that GI 
will play in the delivery of sustainable communities. 
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The challenges of growth

•Between 2006-2026 additional 
177, 550 dwellings 

•Increasing pressure on existing GI 
assets

•9-12 major SUEs allocated across the 
6Cs 
(3000-5000 homes each)

•SUE masterplanning & infrastructure 
planning
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But in addition to this there is the pressing need on the ground.

The Strategic GI Board and wider 6Cs partnership believes that GI provides the 
foundation for sustainable development and is committed to ensuring that it is given 
appropriate importance and investment. 

The challenges we as a Growth Point are faced with…

As I mentioned earlier the 6Cs is the largest and most complex of the Growth 
Points, it also has proportionately more individual locations where growth will 
happen. 

We anticipate some 9-12 major (3,000-5,000 homes each) SUEs being allocated 
between our 17 LDFs.

Each SUE will require full masterplanning and the preparation of hard, green and 
social infrastructure plans to ensure that they become truly sustainable 
communities. Because of their size relative to the existing settlements, wider sub-
regional and cross-boundary issues will also need to be examined. Our strategic 
approach to GI provision will be important here to ensure that investment in new 
development reaches beyond the footprint of an individual development site.
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•Develop a long term vision & strategic framework 
for GI delivery

•Aim to protect, enhance and extend networks
of green spaces and natural elements in and 
around the 3 cities, connecting across the urban
fringe with surrounding countryside, towns and 
villages

•Facilitate a major step change in the scale, quality 
and connectivity of GI assets to match the scale of
new growth proposed

•Provide a focus for attracting and retaining 
sustainable development and investment

•Protect and enhance existing assets and create 
extensive new GI, finding suitably resourced 
mechanisms for long term management  and 
maintenance

%�
�������	�$�
�����	�����

�����������

In response to the policy drivers and the challenges posed by the growth agenda 
the 6Cs Partnership recognised that GI provides many of the essential elements 
that help to maintain our quality of life and make communities truly sustainable. 

But it was recognised that GI does require adequate planning, management and 
investment of resources if it is to be sustained and continue to meet our needs now 
and in the future. 

GI planning through the development of a Strategy is a proactive response to 
development pressures, and from the start the Partnership had some clear ideas 
about what a GI Strategy for the Growth Point should aim to do….
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•Brings together, 
updates and fills gaps in 
existing data on GI. 

•Use this information to 
electronically map out 
and assess existing GI 
provision.

•Identify multi-functional 
GI opportunities

Dominic will explore this in more detail but essentially these objectives will be 
achieved through bringing together, updating and filling the gaps in existing data on 
GI. And then looking at the opportunities to connect and extend these in to an 
interconnected sub-regional network.

Most of you here today are involved in work that contributes toward GI provision and 
management, but historically this unfortunately has often been in an opportunistic or 
ad-hoc manner. Or often different strands, that could complement each other are 
being delivered in isolation or in parallel processes.

A GI Strategy will bring these strands of work together in a clear and coherent way.  
It provides a spatial element to all this data collected so that it can be presented in 
map format, so we can see how these different elements of GI might work together. 
Some things could add value, conflicts may be flagged up that can thus be resolved 
sooner rather than later. 

This is particularly useful in terms of spatial planning and has been used effectively 
to inform and steer directions of major growth elsewhere in the country. 
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Identify a long-term vision for GI including future GI 
needs of the growing population
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So the strategy will provide the robust evidence base that is necessary to inform 
planning decisions and steer growth away from the most sensitive and into the most 
sustainable locations whilst allowing us to factor in long-term sustainability right from 
the start of the planning process.

But crucially, it will provide a common vision and clear direction for delivery that 
partners can all sign up to. 

This approach can effectively draw together the skills, experiences, funding streams 
and opportunities associated with a range of agencies, public bodies and the private 
sector. 
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Very quickly to sum up I just want to take you through a quick before and after 
summary of the GI approach.
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Commitment Co-ordination

Working in Partnership
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But finally, perhaps the most important part to making this whole process a success 
is – Commitment – co-ordination – and working in partnership. 

And it’s great to see so many partners here today to get involved at this early stage 
in GI planning and Strategy development for the 6Cs Growth Point. As I’m sure 
Dominic will explain, we really are at Stage 1 and your input today really can help 
steer and inform the development of this Strategy, and I certainly hope that today is 
the first step in us building strong partnerships with you to establish joint ownership 
of this Strategy as we ultimately see it through to implementation and delivery. 

And on that note I will hand you over to Dominic to talk us through the Strategy 
Development Process.


